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allow me to keep, tho’ it is the Abhorr’d of my
Soul----May you be happier than you have made
me !---is the lait Prayer you will have from

Your too credulons Well-wifber.

LETTER CXXXVIII

A Father to a Daughbier in Service, on bearing
of her Mafler’s attempling ber Virtue.

My dear Daughter,

Underftand with great Grief of Heart, that

your Mafter has made fome Attempts on your
Virtue, and yet that you ftay with him. God
grant that you have not already yielded to his bafe
Defires | IFor when once a Perfon has fo far for-
gotten what belongs to himfelf, or his Charaéter,
as to make fuch an Attempt, the very Continuance
with him, and in his Power, and under the fame
Roof, is.an Encouragement to him to profecute his
Defigns. And if he carries it better, and more
civil, at prefent, it 15 only the more Certainfly to
undo you when he attacks you next. Confider,
my dear Child, your Reputation is all you have
to truft to. And if you have not already, which
God forbid ! yiclded to him, leave it not to the
Hazard of another Temptation ; but come away
directly (as you cught to have done on your own
Motion) at the Command of

Your grieved and indulgent Fathers

LET-
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LETTER CXXXIX,
The Daughter’s dAnfwer.

Honoured Faiher,

Received your Letter Yeflerday, and am forry

I ftay>d a Moment.in my Mafter’s Houfe after
his vile Attempt. .But he was {o full of his Pro-
mifes, of never -offering the like again, that ]
hoped I might believe him ; nor have I yet feen
any thing to the contrary : .But am {o much con-
vinced, that 'I ought to have done as you fay,
that I have this Day left the Houfe ; and hope to

be with you foon after you will have received this
Letter. I am

Your dutiful Daughter.

LETTER CXL.

To a Gentleman of Fortune, who has Children,
diffuading bim from a Second Marriage with
a Lady much younger than bimfelf.

Worthy Sir,
YOU are pleafed to inform me of -yourT houghts

in relation to a Change of your Condition,
and to command me to give you freely:my Opinion
.of the Conveniencies and Inconvenicencies, that
may follow from the Inequality of Years between

you, and the young Lady you think of making
wour fecond Wife, Indeed, I am fo much con-

- cerned.for your Happinefs, that had I heard of fuch
your Intention, and had not your Commands to

-be free on this Head, I think I fhould have ruhn
t the



